IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Child advocates to be sworn in by Dane County judge
Volunteers will monitor safety of children under authority of county courts after completing extensive training by Dane County CASA
Madison, Wis. April 8, 2010 – Courtroom 4B of the Dane County Courthouse will be the scene of a swearing in ceremony today by Judge John Albert for a new class of Court Appointed Special Advocates. Court Appointed Special Advocates, or “CASA” volunteers, serve the Dane County courts in child protective proceedings as independent advocates for children who are under the authority of the courts due to situations of child abuse or neglect.
The new class of volunteers has just completed an intensive 30-hour training provided by the Dane County CASA program. Dane County CASA recruits, trains, and supports 30 new CASA volunteers each year and does so according to the National CASA program model. These volunteers will begin their work immediately, when Dane County CASA pairs them with cases for which Dane County juvenile court judges have requested a CASA volunteer. 

Volunteers make weekly visits to the children to whom they are assigned, and monitor their safety and well being. Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 48.236, trained Court Appointed Special Advocates may be assigned by the courts to children in protective proceedings, to gather information, review records, and make observations relevant to the children’s case, make regular contact with the children and monitor their safety and well-being, testify in court, and generally advocate for the children’s best interests. Dane County CASA volunteers provide reports to judges and work closely with social workers and attorneys to help inform the decision-making process regarding permanent placement and advocate for the children’s safety, permanency, and well-being. Each year,100 children are served and supported by the program.
Dane County CASA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has been providing critical CASA advocacy to abused and neglected children since 1994. The next Dane County CASA volunteer training session is scheduled for late summer 2010.  
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