IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Change lives using social media

Social Media Club of Madison partners with Dane County CASA, Inc. to help children affected by abuse and neglect

Madison, Wis. March 1, 2010 - The Social Media Club of Madison has launched a year-long partnership with Dane County CASA, Inc. to raise awareness about children impacted by abuse and neglect. The 100+ members of the Social Media Club of Madison will use the power and reach of social media, including Twitter, Facebook, blogs and other platforms, to connect Dane County CASA with new audiences. As the Social Media Club of Madison’s charity of the year, CASA Executive Director Mary Beth Collins will be contributing regular blog posts to the Madison SMC website, discussing the rewards and challenges of work in a small non-profit, Dane County CASA’s mission and goals, and developments within the organization as it moves forward with an expansion campaign.  

Dane County CASA, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that provides volunteer court-appointed special advocates (“CASAs”) to kids who are under the authority of Dane County Courts due to substantiated situations of abuse and neglect. CASA volunteers are regular members of the community who are trained by the CASA organization and volunteer their time to serve these vulnerable children. CASA volunteers maintain close contact with those they serve, making weekly home visits and corresponding with any person involved in the lives of their assigned children to ensure their safety. They alert courts and service providers if there are concerns and provide essential information to judges who must make difficult decisions about where kids should be permanently placed. The consistent presence and care of a CASA volunteer in the life of a child who is otherwise in an unstable situation can be a life-changing influence. Statistics show that children with a CASA volunteer are less likely to spend time in long-term foster care and more likely to be efficiently placed in a safe, permanent home.  

The Social Media Club of Madison is a newly created organization dedicated to expanding social media literacy, sharing best practices, encouraging industry and ethical standards and using social media to move the Madison community forward. 

For more information visit the Social Media Club of Madison website, follow the Social Media Club of Madison on Twitter or visit the Facebook page.
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